
Reflection 4 11/10/2018 
Cathy Mc Keown 

2nd Year (Self-portrait, blind drawing & proportions) 
1st Year (moving image, line and tonal drawing) 

 
Professional teaching skills and ability 

 2nd Year: I discussed the theme and project with the students: asking them about 

their opinions and social media habits. This worked well as students were engaged 

from the beginning however it took a while for students to begin to answer so I 

changed the plan slightly and had them doing their blind drawings earlier than 

expected (after a demonstration). The students seemed to enjoy the blind drawing 

task and the effects they got from it. I used a variety of visual aids to demonstrate 

the task, examples of work to show what they’ll be doing over the course of the 

project and a keyword bank to assist with the evaluation. After students had been 

working for a couple minutes during task two I went around individually and got 

talking to students, assisting and advising: I really enjoyed this time as it allowed me 

time to praise and encourage students while getting to know their ability.  

 1st Year: this was a nice class with plenty of work done: the students are very 

energetic and chatty so I know now how I’ll have to adjust certain teaching strategies 

from now on. The students were excited about the project once I showed them 

sample animations on my iPad from my studio work so I will definitely start the next 

class off by showing them a movie or two again.  

Classroom management  

 2nd Year: When students began to chat here and there during questioning I either 

called on them or stopped talking altogether: the latter was particularly effective as 

students wanted to get work done so would say to each other to listen so that the 

class could continue. 

 1st Year: Students have been put in a particular seating arrangement due to the 

particular class dynamics. Roll call was taken deliberately slowly today, so that I 

could get to put names to faces.  I think I dealt with the minor disciplinary issues in a 

way that kept the creative learning environment though I had to call continually on 

certain students (they were however doing great work, but the noise level rose 



intermittedly). Interest was gained by showing the final animation possibilities which 

worked well to focus their attention.  

Presentation of learning content 

 2nd Year: the class was introduced through visual aids and a class discussion – a 

demonstration, student task, an evaluation, a demonstration then an evaluation 

then followed. I was happy with this format for the introductory class as there were 

two teaching episodes which meant the scheme can progress (we missed last 

lesson). This class could have been even better had I gotton the students to draw a 

portrait from their head, then demonstrated the proportions of the face, had the 

students do another portrait proportionally and then have them compare and 

contrast the two: to see how important knowing and applying the rules is. 

 1st Year: There were two teaching episodes in this class: one on drawing their 

primary source to explore line and shape and the other to explore tone and form. 

The students got through the first task quicker than expected which is why I moved 

onto tone: this class would have been better had I shortened the ‘line for shape’ 

teaching episode to give more time for the ‘tone for form’ episode: based on 

observing the students, and their own evaluations, they didn’t understand tone 

enough and only half the class could properly use cross hatching. Because of this I 

plan on spending more time on tone next week: breaking it down in a thorough 

interactive PowerPoint and two demonstration sessions broken up by two peer- 

evaluation sessions.   

Effectiveness of planning 

 2nd Year: Numeracy was a big part of this class and something that the students 

spoke about and wrote about (i.e. Discussing fractions, applying them and 

annotating them). Literacy was planned by having students verbally assess each 

other’s work (i.e. describing the line, describing the shapes). Keywords were wrote 

up as they were said during class and then at the end of class they were recapped 

through student questioning.  

 1st Year: Students picked up on the cross-curricular link when I questioned them on 

what kind of source their shoes were (history) – literacy was brought in when 

discussing and peer-learning key words. Students did well when asked to respond to 



each other’s work – describing the line (shape), the tone (form), the space (positive 

and negative) 

Assessment and evaluation of pupils work in class 

 2nd Year: the students determined that the learning intentions set out at the 

beginning of class were met during the final evaluation. To evaluate their work I 

gathered them around the work in the middle of the room and questioning the 

students, which worked great: e.g. ‘Can someone point out a work that has made 

good use of space? Why is that a ‘good’ use of space?’ - Then going on to question 

positive and negative space. I’ll use this method of assessment for learning again 

with this class. Success criteria was discussed and demonstrated through visual aids 

that were visual on the board throughout the class. 

Any additional comments on what you learned from the observation class? 

 2nd Year: students have already covered portraiture as they did a drawing of the 

themselves a couple weeks ago: I therefore am going to move onto ideation 

sketches for their clay piece next week (which will incorporate drawing skills and 

AEDP used today) so that students do not become bored – this unit is more about 

exploring  form and texture anyway.  

 1st Year: there is a huge mix of abilities in this class which is something I’ll need to 

cater for in the coming weeks.  

 


