
 
Reflection 8 19/10/2018 

Cathy Mc Keown 
2nd Year Selfie Portrait (Ideation sketches) 

1st Year Movable Images, Movable Memories (Tonal studies) 
 

Professional teaching skills and ability 

 2nd Year: the class begun with an interactive PowerPoint to recap, to explore the 

theme and to introduce and explain today’s lesson. Whenever I needed to get the 

class’s attention I simply called on them. Questioning was the main strategy used to 

instruct the learners. It was a successful and enjoyable class so I was able to spend 

time talking one-to-one with students who were struggling. I was calm and 

supportive to the students’ needs throughout the class.  

 1st Year: Learning intentions were achieved in this class: I spent some time exploring 

tone, support studies and key terminology at the beginning of class which worked 

well: their understanding was reflected in their work. I think the students really 

enjoyed this lesson, there were high spirits in the classroom and chat was friendly 

(discussing football because someone was drawing a football boot): students were 

positive during their evaluation and complimentary of each other’s work and left the 

room smiling. 

 

Classroom management  

 2nd Year: there were no disciplinary issues in this class. I took the roll call while the 

students were working on their drawings which worked well as it gave the students 

space to work and gave me a bit of time to match names with faces: this helped as 

later on I was able to call students by their name to assign clean up tasks.  

 1st Year: this is a very energetic group, they’re chatty and easily distracted from the 

task: I didn’t move anyone around today because I felt the chat was harmless and I 

think the students being given a bit of room to get to know each other and be 

energetic is important. There was one main student task today (broken up only by a 

peer-evaluation task) which didn’t work as well as last week where there were two. 

Therefore something I will definitely do next lesson is divide the class up into two or 

three teaching episodes so that students don’t begin talking (and singing) due to 

boredom. One two occasions students were talking over me when I was instructing 

the class however rather than shouting I addressed them individually: that I knew 

they weren’t rude students but that what they were doing was disrespectful. I made 

a particular effort to praise these students later in in the class when they were 

focusing or engaging well.  The clean-up went well today and was particularly 

thorough: this is something I want to keep up.  

 

Presentation of learning content 



 2nd Year: this class begun with a PowerPoint:  I think this was too long and students 

became restless by the end of it: this would have been better had I put more of an 

emphasis on the task than the thematic. Next lesson I won’t spend as much time 

doing this and get into the coiling quickly. There was one teaching episode in the 

class and students had three tasks, as set out at the beginning of the class through 

the learning intentions on the board: to engage in the discussion, to develop ideation 

sketches, to evaluate their work. A range of resources were used effectively (to show 

the project outcome, to show today’s class task and to improve literacy during the 

evaluation task). The class was concluded quite briskly but I think what would work 

better is possibly what I do with the first years with their peer-evaluation activity.  

 1st Year: Digital and physical visual aids were used throughout: I had examples of 

tone being up, support studies, learning intentions, and a ‘descriptive words for 

tone’ poster. The PowerPoint worked well for the exploration of tone and its 

terminology and the visual aids and literacy posters helped students who struggled 

last week.  

 

Effectiveness of planning 

 2nd Year: there was an important layer of learning in this lesson about the 
manipulation and presentation of self-image on social media which I think students 
grasped: they were engaged during this discussion as I think its so relevant to thei 
own lives right now.  

 1st Year: literacy was a big part of this class and was blended into the learning 
content well. The students did excellent work and were confident in defining key 
terminology and using it to discuss and evaluate their work.  Tone as a means for 
form was explored thoroughly and based off the student evaluations they have a 
good grasp on these art element now.  
 

Assessment and evaluation of pupils work in class 

 2nd Year: the learning today was achieved through a class discussion (involving 

students expressing and comparing their opinions), through a drawing task 

(proportions) and through a verbal peer-evaluation).  I think their abilities to peer-

assess could be expanded/developed by having them do a ‘think, pair share’ at the 

beginning of the lesson, i.e. mixing up what we’ve done so far.  

 1st Year: learning was achieved due to a class discussion, a PowerPoint (support 

studies), questioning, clear success criteria and two different assessment tasks with a 

key word bank to assist. Success criteria was discussed and written on the board: 

students came up with it based on the tone PowerPoint and support study 

evaluation. They used this criteria to asses each other’s work and their own at the 

end of class.  

 


