
Reflection 1 01/10/2018 
Cathy Mc Keown: DAY 1 

1st Year (Blind drawing) 5th Year (A.H. Academic art recap and Manet) T.Y. (Material 
Manipulation/ideation sketches) 

 

 

Professional teaching skills and ability 

 The demonstrations I gave today got better as the day went on: with the first years 

(first class) I went too quickly and I had to reiterate the process to several students 

(down to nerves. In my next class I want the demonstration to be a key part of the 

presentation and to do the questioning when the students are around the desk (I 

need to call on them more often for question to stop the chatting or do some sort of 

activity/peer-game during this time too). 

 I want to make better use of my visual aids, to make this a more integral part of the 

lesson, as in my 5th year AH class today I only referenced them in passing at the end 

of class. 

 Having a sample project for the 5th Year P class was a teaching strategy that worked 

well.  

 I think I conducted myself well in the class today: there was no discipline issues so I 

was able to maintain a nice learning environment though back and forth questioning 

and discussion methodologies.  

 Early on in my first lesson with the 5th Year P class I realised they had already done 

mindmapping in their notebooks based on their theme:  I am happy with how I dealt 

with this change in plan as I adapted quickly and moved onto what I had planned to 

do with the students next class and so the students got more out of the class.  

Classroom management  

 Classroom management was good today: I need to watch the exit strategy of the 1st 

Year class however as small issues arose where some students were moving around 

the room before they’d written their evaluation which led to inconsistent reflections 

and a weak ending to a great class. Next lesson I’m going to put a real emphasis on 

this part of the class.  

 There were no major disruptions in the classes today.  

Presentation of learning content 

 I introduced the classes in a number of ways today: with the 1st Year I went straight 

into looking at a finished project example and doing the task but with the older 

classes I used a powerpoint: I think this worked effectively as the senior cycle 

students are able to hold concentration for longer.  

 I used a variety of methodologies today throughout my classes: something I think I 

should’ve done was to make the end of lesson formative assessment more 

prominent in the art history class – if I make it a student task, possible a pair/share 

or peer worksheet/quiz, then it will also make the class less about listening to me 



 I was well resourced for all the classes today: posters for keywords and support 

artists, literacy posters for AEDP, PowerPoints, handouts, and sample finished 

projects.  

Effectiveness of planning 

 Cross-curricular learning and L.O.Ls were present in the planning and the delivery of 

the lesson but could have been identified for the students more i.e. what is this an 

example of? Literacy.  

 Art elements were a key focus to the lessons and the literacy posters helped in their 

exploration and assessment.  

 Differentiation was not in any of the classes today as it wasn’t necessary in the 

scheme yet.  

 

Assessment and evaluation of pupils work in class 

 What I wanted the students to learn was linked to the processes and tasks  I planned 

for them: I didn’t write my learning intention up on the board which is something I’ll 

do next week to make clear WHY we’re doing the task before the end of class 

discussion.  

 Assessment methodologies weren’t overly strong today as it was only the first 

lesson. I used questioning but I want to move into more sophisticated student 

reflective writing: today 1st Year students could talk their use of line and the line 

quality verbally but then found it difficult when asked to write a sentence and didn’t 

use proper vocabulary and terminology. I think was down to how I phrased the 

question. Next lesson I will write a definitive criteria for writing their evaluation on 

the board before they start.  

 


